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Abstract 
 The paper investigated the nexus between the society, education and 
technology in Nigeria. It made a lot of clarifications for example, it examines 
the concept of education to be a means of preserving, transmitting and 
improving the culture of the society as it seeks to develop the innate inner 
capacity of man. It also highlighted the meaning of society and enumerated 
the three broad categories of societies, which include pre-industrial, 
industrial and post-industrial societies. It defines technology as a powerful 
force in the modern world that has been hailed as a way to cure everything 
from world hunger to bad breath. Furthermore, it defines nexus as a means of 
connection between members of a group or things in a series; link; bond; a 
connected group or series. Finally it concluded that there is a complicated 
series of connections between society, education and technology (nexus), as 
we can see from their various definitions, types and examples.  

 
This paper focuses on the nexus between the society, education and technology 

in Nigeria. It acknowledges a strong relationship between the three concepts. Education 
is seen to be a means of preserving, transmitting and improving the culture of the 
society as it seeks to develop the innate inner capacity of man and as man is an 
individual in the society, he/she has to think critically about various issues of life and 
take a stance about them being free from bias and prejudices, superstition and blind 
beliefs. Society is made up of social groups that differ according to subsistence 
strategies, the ways that humans use technology to provide needs for themselves. 
Technology is a powerful force in the modern world that has been hailed as a way to 
cure everything from world hunger to bad breath. It is true that technologies frequently 
have negative side effects, societies have chosen not to  abandon it but to shape and 
direct it since it is indispensable in solving current problems and ensuring a better 
future. The relationships between the three concepts are so strong that it is not possible 
to separate them because what happens to one affects the other. Also what happens to 
the education/technological system undoubtedly affects the society, and what ever 
occurs in the society influences or shapes the education/technological system in all its 
ramifications. 
 

Education /technological institutions are micro-societies, which reflect the 
entire society. The education/technological system in any given society prepares the 
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child for future life and instills in him those skills that will enable him to live a useful 
life and contribute to the development of the society. 
 

Education/technology as a social phenomenon does not take place in a vacuum 
or isolation, it takes place in the society and this normally begins from the family, 
which is one of the social institutions responsible for the education of the child. 
 
Concept Clarifications 

It is pertinent to clarify the concepts used in this paper like education, society 
technology, nexus, then state the complicated series of connection between them. 
 

Education, according to the National Policy on Education (FRN 2004) is an 
instrument “par excellence” for effective national development. Continuing Onwuakpa 
& Akpan (2001) posits that education as they say is no doubt the key to success and 
development of an individual, family, community and the large society. Furthermore, 
Eya (2010), defined education as a process of providing Skill, Knowledge, attitude, 
aptitude and competence. It could also be defined as a deliberate and organized effort to 
initiate the leaner into a way of thinking and behaving, as well as into a core of norms, 
values, skills and techniques considered desirable for developmental purposes in his 
society. 
 

According to Fanfuwa (2003), education has been defined also as all efforts, 
conscious and direct, incidental and indirect, made by a given society to accomplish 
certain objectives that are considered desirable in terms of the individual’s own needs 
as well as the needs of the society where the education is based. At the outset, it is 
important to point out that education goes beyond schooling. But schooling at all levels 
help to achieve the purpose of education. 
 

Education is a human right that should be accorded to all human beings sorely 
by reason of being human (Otive, 2006). Education is regarded, globally, as a potent 
instrument for introducing and sustaining social change in human societies, as well as 
shaping its destiny. Apart from serving as a vehicle for enhancing upward social and 
economic mobility, education is regarded as a key to social reconstruction (Ukeje in 
Ifenkwe, 2013), and an instrument for conserving, transmitting and renewing culture 
(Erder in Ifenkwe, 2013). 
 

Education imparts knowledge, teaches skills, and instills attitudes to the 
recipients. Imparting knowledge means putting across facts, current thinking, theories, 
principles or law; teaching skills is imparting practical skills, comprehension and 
ability to see implications or solve problems; instilling attitude includes inculcating 
tolerance, open mindedness, scientific detachment and healthy skepticism (Langer, 
1977). These are requisites for social integration, performance of productive tasks, and 
for effecting national development (FRN, 2004). 
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To educate the mind is to liberate it from the shackles of fear, prejudice, 
ignorance, superstitution etc and to develop a free, independent and responsible 
citizenry. Knowledge, attitudes, skills and aspiration changes through education 
constitute blocks for human capacity building. Education is, however, loathed in the 
primitive societies where it is believed that learning brings disobedience and heresy 
into the world. Education is a life – long socialization/interaction process (Igbo 2003, 
Schaefer, 2007) through which social norm, values and cultures are learned, shared and 
transmitted from generation to generation. As explained by Haralambos and Heald 
(2006), social norms are guidelines which define acceptable and appropriate conduct or 
behaviour (safety regulation, hygiene, dress code etc) in particular situations, while 
values define what is good and desirable, as well as what is important, worth while and 
worth striving for (achievement, honesty etc).  Culture is a way of life of a society and 
its members including ideas, habits and way of life of members of the society. 
 
Educational Structure in Nigeria 

Nigeria adopts informal, non-formal, and formal methods of educating, 
initiating, socializing in the education of her citizens (Ifenkwe, 2013). 
 
Informal Education in Nigeria 

Informal educational methods provide for young Nigerians learning informally 
by listening, watching and imitating examples provided, under the strict guidance and 
supervision of adults, as part of their everyday routines, and in preparation for adult 
roles as members of their communities. Such educational programmes vary with 
cultural and sociological conditions. Busia’s (1969) summary of the focus of informal 
traditional education aptly describes the Nigerian situation. 

 
 “The traditional African education was functional in nature. The young were 
taught how to cope with their environment, how to farm, hunt or fish, prepare food, 
build a house or run a home. They were taught the language and manners and generally 
the culture of the community. Through informal methods, the young learnt by 
participating in activities alongside the elders. They learnt by listening, watching and 
doing. In many practical ways, they learnt how to live as members of their 
community”. 
 
 Formal and non-formal educational provision introduced in Nigeria alongside 
Christianity in 1842 was more systematic and improved. Apart from the Phelph-Stokes 
Commission (1922), other educational reforms came through the Walter Elliot (1943), 
Erich Ashby (1959), H. Oldman (1961), Banjo (1961), Dike (1958) and Taiwo (1968) 
Committees/Commissions. 
 
Non-Formal Education in Nigeria 

Beyond acquisition of informal education is the quest for further education of 
non-formal or formal nature. Non-formal Education is conceived as literacy, post 
literacy or vocational education provided in formal educational settings for adults and 
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youths who did not have the opportunity to go or complete primary education 
(FGN/UNICEF, 1993). 

 
 Recently, a number of policy measures emphasizing scientific, technical and 
vocational education; investment in research and development; mass literacy and adult 
education programme, as well as civic and political education, have been adopted with 
a view to developing scientific and technological capability and achieving structural 
transformation of Nigeria (MAMSER, 1992). 
 
 For instance, the establishment of a National Commission, which liaises with 
State agencies and Local Government Councils was to, among other things. 

i. Coordinate mass literacy, adult and non-formal education nation-wide.  
ii. Ensure uniform standard and quality control nationwide. 
iii. Liase with national and non-governmental organizations and corporate bodies for 

the implementation of the mass literacy programmes. 
iv. Train the required manpower for the state agencies. 
v. Develop curricula and didactic materials for mass literacy, adult and non-formal 

education, and  
vi. Provide a nationally recognized basic education certificate. 

 
Non-formal education in Nigeria has several dimensions, and caters for the 

adults, disadvantaged, disabled and gifted/talented (Figure 1). Adult education 
programmes are primarily mass literacy programmes except extension education. The 
major objective of the agricultural extension and technology transfer policy of the 
government is to teach the rural adults the practical application of agricultural 
knowledge, and encourage them to mobilize their resources for purposes of increasing 
their productivity and improving their welfare. 

 
 In some cases, the programmes are joint responsibilities of the Federal, State 
and Local Governments. The Federal Ministry of Education, in liason with 
international agencies, the state agencies and non-governmental organizations in the 
state, therefore, plans and organizes to ensure full implementation of the programme. In 
addition, the state agencies train grassroots personnel, provide support services such as 
curricula development, mobile and rural libraries, television viewing and audio-
listening center and teaching and learning aids as well as supervision of the 
implementation of the programme. 
 
 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 1950 asserts that 
“everyone has a right to education”. This is the foundation or principle on which 
Nigeria’s philosophy of education that provides for equal access to educational 
opportunities for all citizens of the country is based. The policy promotes education for 
the disadvantaged, disabled, gifted or talented, as well as those who, due to exigencies 
of duty or poverty could not obtain formal education (Figure 1) in a number of ways. 
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 For instance, there are numerous remedial education centres for adults who had 
dropped out of secondary schools or never had the opportunity for secondary education 
in the country today. Furthermore, apart from some universities in Nigeria (University 
of Ibadan, University of Jos, Federal College of Education (special), Oyo State) 
producing special personnel for the education of the handicapped, the Nigeria 
Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC) has produced Braille code 
formation in Hausa, Igbo, Yoruba, Edo, Efik and Fulfulde.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Components of Adult and Non-formal Education. 
Formal Education in Nigeria 

Simply put, formal education is an organized, comprehensive and curriculum-
based education given to beneficiaries in an institutional setting. Formal education 
came to Nigeria with the advent of Christian Missionaries. 
 
 Later, education in Nigeria was guided/controlled by policies entrenched in a 
1925 policy paper titled “Memorandum on Education in British Colonial Territories’. 
The Phelp-Stokes Commission had earlier in 1922 produced a report on ‘Education in 
Africa; and this report outlined, among other things, the objectives of formal education 
in Nigeria as including the development of character, physical well-being and obedient 
people endorsed by the colonial education policy paper. 
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In the years past, it was difficult to get the northerners to accept formal 
education. This led to a wide disparity in educational achievements between the North 
and South and brought the notion of educationally-disadvantaged states. The situation 
has, however, changed today at all levels as can be seen in the summary of the current 
educational statistics in Nigeria. The educational revolution in Nigeria is evident from 
the phenomenal expansion of schools in all geo-political zones of the country. In the 
case of secondary schools and polytechnics, the variation between the north and south 
was slight. Whereas, the number of nursery/primary schools in the northern region 
exceeded those in the south, the reverse is the case for universities.  
 The institutional framework, scope or natural formal educational progression 
from childhood to adulthood in Nigeria is shown in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2: The Institutional Framework of Formal Education Progression from 
Childhood to Adulthood in Nigeria 
 
What Society is all About 

Ottaway (1980) defined society as the whole range of social relationships of 
people living in a certain geographical territory and having a feeling of belonging to the 
same kind of group. According to sociologists, a society is a group of people with 
common territory, interaction, and culture. Social groups consist of two or more people 
who interact and identify with one another. 

 
 Continuing in the definition of society, Jenkins (2002 has it that a society is a 
group of people involved in persistent interpersonal relationships, or a large social 
grouping sharing the same geographical or social territory, typically subject to the same 
political authority and dominant cultural expectations. Societies are characterized by 
patterns of relationship (social relations) between individuals who share a distinctive 
culture and institutions; a given society may be described as the sum total of such 
relationships among its constituent members. In the social sciences, a larger society of 
school often evinces stratification or dominance patterns in subgroups. 
 
 Insofar as it is collaborative, a society can enable its members to benefit in 
ways that would not otherwise be possible on an individual basis; both individuals and 
social (common) benefits can thus be distinguished, or in many cases found to overlap. 
A society can also consist of like-minded people governed by their own norms and 
values within a dominant, larger society. This is sometimes referred to as subculture, a 
term used extensively within criminology. More broadly, and especially within 
structuralist thought, a society may be illustrated as an economic, Social industries or 
cultural infrastructure, made up of, yet distinct from, a varied collection of individuals. 
In this regard, society can mean the objective relationships people have with the 
material world and with other people. Rather than “other people” beyond the individual 
and their familiar social environment members of a society may be from different 
ethnic groups. A society can be a particular ethnic group, such as the Saxons; a nation 
state, such as Bhutan; or a broader cultural group, such as a Western society. The word 
society may also refer to an organized voluntary association of people for religious, 
benevolent, cultural, scientific, political, patriotic or other purposes. A “society” may 
even, though more by means of metaphor, refer to a social organism such as an ant 
colony or any cooperative aggregate such as for example, in some formulations or 
artificial intelligence. 
 
Types of Society 

According to Briggs (2000) societies are social groups that differ according to 
subsistence strategies, the ways that humans use technology to provide needs for 
themselves. Although humans have established many types of societies throughout 
history, anthropologists tend to classify different societies according to the degree to 
which different groups within a society have unequal access to advantages such as 
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resources, prestige, or power. Virtually all societies have developed some degree of 
inequality among their people through the process of social stratification, the division 
of members of a society into levels with unequal wealth, prestige, or power. 
Sociologists place societies in three broad categories; Pre-industrial, industrial and 
post-industrial. 
 
Pre-Industrial Society 

In a pre-industrial society, food production, which is carried out through the 
use of human and animal labour, is the main economic activity. These societies can be 
subdivided according to their level of technology and their method of producing food. 
These subdivisions are hunting and gattering, pastoral, horticultural, agricultural, and 
feudal. 
 
Industrial Society 

Between the 15th and 16th centuries, a new economic system emerged that 
began to replace feudalism. Capitalism is marked by open competition in a free market, 
in which the means of production are privately owned. Europe’s exploration of the 
Americas served as one impetus for the development of capitalism. The introduction of 
foreign metals, silks and spices stimulated great commercial activity in European 
society Industrial societies rely heavily on machines powered by fuels for the 
production of goods. This produced further dramatic increases in efficiency. The 
increased efficiency of production of the industrial evaluation produced an even greater 
surplus than before. Now the surplus was not just agricultural goods but also 
manufactured goods. This larger surplus caused all of the changes discussed earlier in 
the domestication revolution to become even more pronounced. 
 

Once again, the population boomed. Increased productivity made more goods 
available to everyone. However, inequality became even greater than before. The 
breakup of agricultural – based feudal societies caused many people to leave the land 
and seek employment in cities. This created a great surplus of labour and gave 
capitalists plenty of labourers who could be hired for extremely low wages. 
 
Post – Industrial Society 

Post – industrial societies are societies dominated by information, services, and 
high technology more than the production of goods. Advanced industrial societies are 
now seeing a shift toward an increase in service sectors over manufacturing and 
production. The U.S is the first country to have over half of its work force employed in 
service industries. Service industries include government, research education, health, 
sales, law, banking and so on. It is still too early to identify and understand all the 
ramifications this new kind of society will have for social life. In fact, ever the phrase 
“postindustrial” belies the fact we don’t yet quite know what will follow industrial 
societies or the forms they will take. 
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Meaning of Technology and its use  
What is Technology? According to Arthur (2009), technology is a body of knowledge 
devoted to creating tools, processing actions and extracting of materials. The term 
‘Technology’ is wide and everyone has their own way of understanding the meaning of 
technology. People use technology to accomplish various tasks in their daily lives, in 
brief, people can describe technology as products, processes or organizations, people 
use technology to extend our abilities, and that makes people as the most important part 
of any technological system. 
 
 Technology is also an application of science (education) to solve a problem. 
But it is important to know that technology and science education are different subjects 
which work hand – in hand to accomplish a specific task or solve a particular problem. 
Technology is applied in almost everything people do in life, technology is used at 
work, to extract materials, for communication, transportation, learning, manifesting, 
creating artifacts, securing data, sealing business and so much more. Technology is 
human knowledge which involves tools, materials and systems. The application of 
technology results in artifacts or products. If technology is well applied, it can benefit 
humans, but if it is wrongly applied, it can cause harm to human beings. Many 
businesses are using technology to stay competitive, they create new products and 
services using technology, and they also use technology to deliver those products and 
services to their customers on time. A good example, is the mobile phone companies 
like Apple and Samsung, these two electronics companies, use high end technology to 
create new smart phones and other electronic devices to stay competitive. This 
competitive edge is gained through employing advanced technology.  
 
Types of Technology 

Technology is used to accomplish various tasks, so technology comes in 
different types (Borgmann, 2006) 
 
Communication Technology 

This a is a system that uses technical means to transmit information or data 
from one place to another and from one person to another. Communication is used for 
many purposes, it is used to convey ideas, exchange information and express emotions. 
Humans use communication technology tools like phones, computers, emails, fax, text 
messaging tools to stay in touch with friends and family, businesses use communication 
technology tools to facilitate the flow of information in a workplace, to help in decision 
making, to service customers’ needs and requests, to promote new products or services 
to targeted consumers and so much more.  
 
Construction Technology 

 This is the study of advanced methods and equipment which can be used to 
build structures. These include buildings and heavy engineering structures 
constructions use various technological actions to erect a structure on the site where it 
will be. The use of constructive technological tools like heavy tractors to prepare land 
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where the construction will be, computer design software to create designs for 
structures on computers and in 3D format using various construction technologies to 
enclose structures and install utilities has helped in advancing both residential buildings 
and commercial buildings today. 
 
Assistive Technology  

 This is the type of technology which is used by people with disabilities to 
accomplish specific tasks which seen to be difficult or impossible to perform. The team 
“ASSISTIVE” means helping or providing an extra hand. Assistive technology is being 
used in schools to help students with Auctim to learn better, it is used to help people 
with disabled bodies’ move, speech recognition application help people who can’t type 
with a keyboard to use a computer and so much more. 
 
Medical Technology 

 This is the type of technology which is used to extend and improve human life, 
medical technology reduces patient’s pain, and injury. Developed countries have 
benefited from the use of medical technology in their health care system and this 
explains the reason why people in developed countries live longer than people in 
developing countries.  

 
Information Technology 

 Information technology is a set of hardware and software tools used to store 
information. Information technology tools help in providing the right people with the 
right information at the right time. Knowledge workers in an organization use 
information technology to complete various tasks and these can include; transferring of 
information which facilitate decision making within an organization, improve customer 
service, etc. In this information age, it is very important to manage information systems 
to ensure accuracy and efficiency. 

 
Environmental Technology 

 This is a process of using various technological components to create an 
entertainment experience. Since entertainment is too broad, every one gets entertained 
in their own way. Technology is used to build theaters, it is used to create video games, 
to develop musical system and so on. Entertainment technology includes things like 
video, sound, automation, animations, scenery fabrication, and computer simulations. 
 
Business Technology 

 This is the type of technology which is made up of various hardware tools and 
software applications used to run a business and enhance various business operations. 
Many businesses are using technology to scale and grow big. Small businesses have 
used technology to create new ways of competing with well established companies. To 
some extent, some business technologies can make a small company look like a big 
company and this can help a small business gain position in a competitive market. 
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Educational Technology 
 Is the type of technology which aims at improving performance by creating 

and managing various technological processes and resources. It is an academic 
discipline which prepares individuals to acquire deeper understanding and knowledge. 
It helps them learn how to devise solutions to problems through research, design, 
evaluation and utilization. Educational technology helps in improving the way we 
learn, some of the benefits of educational technology include: It motivates students and 
it encourages individual learning. It makes the access to educational material easy. It 
helps students learn new subjects and languages.  
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